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Bringing The Next One Million New Immigrants to the Biblical Hills of Samaria and Sounding

The Shofar To The Nations For Rebuilding the Ancient Ruins...
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Before telling individual stories of some of the new immigrants that we recently welcomed from India, Russia and the Ukraine, let us give some background information as to who these people are and how they came to be recognized as “sons” of the lost tribe of Menashe.

In North East India, in the land mass that lies between Myanmar (formerly Burma) and Bangladesh, there lives a small group of people who have been practicing Judaism for more than 25 years. They have not taken on a "new" religion. These people, in fact, have returned to the religion of their ancestors. They call themselves Bnei Menashe, descendants of the Tribe of Menashe, one of the ten lost tribes. Also known as the Shinlung, the Bnei Menashe relate their history of exile from the Northern Kingdom of Israel in 721 B.C. across the silk route finally ending up in India and Myanmar. The story of these people is an amazing one. After thousands of years of exile they have rediscovered their roots and returning to the heritage of their ancestors. 

In the time of the first Temple, Israel was divided into two kingdoms. The southern kingdom, known as Judah, was made up mostly of the tribes of Judah, Benjamin and Levy. Most Jews today are descended from the southern kingdom. The northern kingdom of Israel was made up of the remaining ten tribes. In approximately 721 B.C.E., the Assyrians invaded the northern kingdom, exiled the ten tribes living there and enslaved them in Assyria. 

  

The oral history of Bnei Menashe that was passed down for 2,700 years describes their escape from slavery in Assyria to Media/Persia. From there they moved on to Afghanistan, mostly through less-traveled areas, ever on the lookout for kings or powerful people who might drag them back to slavery. From Afghanistan they traveled toward Hindu-Kush and proceeded to Tibet, then to Kaifeng, reaching the Chinese city around 240 B.C.E. 

  

The Bnei Menashe believe that while in China their ancestors were enslaved yet again. During their years there, large numbers of the Israelites were killed and their assimilation started. These events caused the Israelites to flee and live in caves. The group was expelled in 100 C.E. and their "leather scrolls" were confiscated and burned. At that point different groups went in various directions. Some went down the Mekong River into Vietnam, the Philippines, Siam, Thailand and Malaysia, while some of the Israelites moved to Burma and west to India. Till today, some people refer to these people as "Shinlung" the "cave dwellers." 

  

Today, the descendants of those Israelites who settled in India and Burma have different names depending on where they live. Some are known as Shinlung, some Kuki, Mizo, Lushai or Mar. The Kukis, having been brought up with an oral history of their link to their ancestor "Manmaseh" and other stories, recognized some of the Bible stories. One Bnei Menashe song, which had been handed down and carried throughout their travels, describes part of the Exodus from Egypt: 

‘We must keep the Passover festival - Because we crossed the Red Sea on the dry land - At night we crossed with a fire - And by day with a cloud - Enemies pursued us with chariots - And the sea swallowed them up - And used them as food for the fish - And when we were thirsty - We received water from the rock.’
In 1951, a man by the name of Tchalah had what he believed to be a prophecy from God. He was told that His people must return to their original land and the religion they came from. Additional prophecies led him to write to the Knesset, but the fledgling State of Israel did not invite Bnei Menashe home, nor did Tchalah's movement grow significantly. About 20 years later, some Kukis started researching the origins of their religion and discovered that their tradition of being the "children of Manmaseh" actually referred to the tribe of Menashe. 

  

Small numbers started to learn and practice Judaism. During the process of their research and return to Judaism, contact was made with Rabbi Eliyahu Avichail in Jerusalem. Rabbi Avichail - founder of Amishav, an organization dealing with the dispersed of Israel - took a strong interest in this small but dedicated group. Evidence of their Jewish roots is very strong with customs such as performing circumcision on the eighth day following birth, honoring levirate marriages, offering sacrifices on altars and wearing shawls that resemble the Talit (prayer shawl). 

  

Over a period of years the group grew, and today there are about 5,000 practicing as Jews in North East India and across the border in Myanmar. The Kuki and Mizo tribes comprise about 1.5 million people. Those who call themselves Bnei Menashe are only a small part of the larger Kuki tribe. Unlike the Naga tribe they live beside, the Kukis are seen as outsiders and transient. Manipur is a closed area, requiring special permits for outsiders to visit because of the fighting. The Nagas hope to rid the region of the Kukis. The morgue in Imphal, Manipur's capital, displays a sign for a coffin maker. Business is brisk with people being killed almost daily in the battle between these groups. Most recently, the village of Churachandpur was attacked, residents killed, the synagogue destroyed and the homes of the Kuki residents burned. If the rest of these people are not permitted to move to Israel soon, this lost tribe might become lost forever. 

  

More than 300 Bnei Menashe have gone to Israel, where they have settled with the help of Rabbi Avichail and the absorption program in Shavei Shomron and Einav (Shuva Israel). Some are working in agriculture and some of the young men will soon be serving in the army. The rest of Bnei Menashe would like to move to Israel and join the few who have been able to obtain permission from the Israeli authorities to move back home.  

  

Bnei Menashe look to Zion (Israel), not for washing machines or microwaves but for a fulfillment of a dream they carried with them during their exile of 2,700 years. A stanza of a modern poem they wrote speaks volumes: 

‘Oh my brother Judah - Unsatisfied with me - Won't thou forgive me still, I pray - Yet I don't think time is a barrier - When the day of promise arrives’
In our next newsletter, we tell the story of Naomi – a new immigrant from India!
PLEASE KNOW THAT BECAUSE OF YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS, 350-400 NEW IMMIGRANTS ARE COMING TO OUR ABSORPTION PROGRAM IN THE HILLS OF SAMARIA!!!





NOW THAT IS A MIRACLE INDEED!
